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A Robinson Win would be a Disaster for NC, the South, and the Country

Statewide elections in North Carolina are always close, and this year’s gubernatorial race is
shaping up to be the same. Public polling has consistently put Democratic nominee Josh Stein
and radical Republican nominee Mark Robinson–who stridently backs a total abortion ban,
believes Trump’s lie that the 2020 election was stolen, called public school educators “wicked
people,” and consistently denigrates women, the Black community, and LGBTQ+ individuals–
within the poll’s margin of error.

A Robinson win would be a far-reaching disaster, with consequences not only for the people of
North Carolina, but also for the region and the nation.

It may be easy to dismiss Robinson’s offensive rhetoric and radical policies as bombastic and
ultimately inconsequential, but Robinson would yield real power as Governor and would likely
be backed by a Republican-led state legislature and state Supreme Court, both of which have
bucked decorum and good governance in recent years in favor of naked partisanship.

The real consequences of a Robinson governorship could include:

● The end to abortion access in North Carolina and almost everywhere in the South.
Mark Robinson has pledged to work with the Republican legislature to pass a total ban on
abortion with no exceptions. The Republican legislature, which passed a 12-week ban last
summer, indicated then that they were eager to enact further restrictions down the line. An
end to abortion in North Carolina would leave Virginia as the only state in the South where
abortion is mostly accessible.

● The dismantling of public education in the state. Robinson has repeatedly denigrated
public school educators and has made his disdain for public education clear. He wrote in
his own memoir his desire to rid science and history from elementary school curriculum and
has voiced support for more private school vouchers. He would have the backing of the
Republican nominee for state superintendent who has called public schools socialist
“indoctrination centers,” the Republican legislature that passed a series of anti-public
education bills in recent years, and a state Supreme Court that has sought to put public
school funding in jeopardy.

https://maristpoll.marist.edu/polls/the-battleground-2024-north-carolina/
https://www.wral.com/story/robinson-and-stein-in-extremely-tight-nc-governor-s-race-wral-news-poll-shows/21323638/
https://www.facebook.com/wsicnews/videos/117298167956693
https://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/article275736586.html
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/abortion-access-tool/US
https://twitter.com/JustinParmenter/status/1717284654766604729
https://www.wral.com/in-memoir-nc-lt-gov-mark-robinson-mulls-2024-run-calls-for-taking-science-history-out-of-elementary-schools/20427624/
https://myfox8.com/news/north-carolina/north-carolina-bill-could-open-private-school-vouchers-to-higher-income-families/
https://www.wral.com/story/in-cary-opposites-face-off-for-district-9-s-seat-on-the-wake-county-school-board/20530056/
https://www.dailytarheel.com/article/2024/02/city-state-voucher-plan-private-school-funding-north-carolina-general-assembly-public-schools
https://www.wral.com/story/new-nc-laws-will-target-transgender-youth-and-loosen-charter-school-laws-as-lawmakers-override-cooper-s-vetoes/21003307/
https://www.wfae.org/education/2024-02-22/five-tries-and-30-years-nc-supreme-court-takes-up-leandro-school-funding-case-again


● Businesses and economic opportunity leaving the state, as occurred after the HB2
bathroom bill was passed. It’s been estimated that the passing of the disastrous
bathroom bill in 2016 would have cost North Carolina $3.76 billion in lost business if not
repealed. We could see similar results as businesses are getting spooked by the radicalism
of Robinson, Morrow, and others. The NC Chamber of Commerce has already issued a
“warning of the looming threats to North Carolina’s business climate” after the primaries this
year. And lawmakers in Connecticut are already trying to incentivize companies to leave
NC for better business climates.

● An election denier in a position of power to unduly influence future elections. The
Republican-led legislature already passed significant restrictions on voting procedures this
past legislative session, after meeting regularly with Trump advisor and Big Lie propagator
Cleta Mitchell in the months before releasing their anti-voter election proposal. Governor
Cooper has been a check on legislative Republicans’ increasing brazenness, but with
Robinson in charge of appointments to the state Board of Elections and more, the integrity
of North Carolina elections, and the fate of its 16 electoral votes, are at stake.

Mark Robinson would make North Carolina a worse place to live and raise a family, and his
election would have far-reaching consequences that go beyond our state lines. He must be
stopped.

The Coalition Against Robinson’s Extremism (CARE) stands together to counter Mark
Robinson’s message of hate and violence. We are a group of organizations that represent
average North Carolinians from the mountains to the sea, in small towns and rural areas, and
across Black, Brown, Indigenous, and white communities. We are here to say: Mark Robinson’s
leadership is wrong for North Carolina.

###

https://apnews.com/article/e6c7a15d2e16452c8dcbc2756fd67b44
https://ncchamber.com/2024/03/06/primary-results-warn-of-threats-to-nc-business-climate/
https://www.wral.com/story/citing-robinson-s-nomination-connecticut-aims-to-poach-nc-companies/21339252/
https://apnews.com/article/voting-laws-voter-id-republicans-north-carolina-1c2d5b033620244a7ea5012adf669b30
https://myfox8.com/news/north-carolina/changes-proposed-to-north-carolina-elections-in-state-senate-include-input-from-a-lawyer-who-worked-to-deny-results-in-2020/
https://carenc.org

